
OCTOBER 2021

Thank you to everyone who has given us so much positive feedback about the first Witham Friary

newsletter.  We’ll continue to distribute paper copies up to December and switch to email from

January, with paper copies available at the pub and Village Hall. Details to follow next month about

how to sign up for the email version.

Please email items for inclusion to withamfriarynews@gmail.com by the 18th of each month, 100 words

max if possible. The newsletter is also on the Witham Facebook page and the village website.

Witham Friary Cricket Club Sports Quiz

Saturday October 2nd, 7.00pm, in the Village Hall. Who will be the Brains of Sport

2021? A not-too-serious quiz for all. To keep everyone safe this year, entry will be

limited to twelve teams of four, so book your place early to avoid disappointment.

£20 per table of four, including food. Bar available. Proceeds will help us provide

youth cricket in the village next year. To book your place, please ring or e-mail David

Heath on 01749 850458, or heathd@btinternet.com.

Witham Friary Women’s Institute

September roundup. The first meeting for nearly two years was held in the Village

hall and it was lovely to see so many members all together again with thanks to all

who had made the Hall ready for use. Business was small but reminders were given

for the upcoming AGM at Yeovil in October, the Carol Service in December and

arrangements for a possible Christmas lunch.

We were then shown two videos, one of Stella and her wing walk for Dorothy House,

brave girl, and a short film by Chris Featherstone, both much enjoyed. Cake and tea

were served and we look forward to seeing everyone on Thursday October 7th at

2.30 pm for the next meeting.

New members are always welcome, please come along - we would love to see you.

For more information please contact Ann on 01373 836270 or Stella 01749 850542.

Witham Friary Parish Church
Harvest Thanksgiving Family Communion will be on Sunday 10 October at 11.00 a.m

but this year due to ongoing Covid restrictions will not include the Harvest meal.

Everyone is welcome to come and give thanks for all the 'good gifts around us' and

sing the much loved Harvest hymn.

Witham Friary Annual Conker Championship

It’s back! Sunday October 17th from 12.00 noon onwards at the Seymour Arms.

Hot food available including vegetarian option.  Let battle commence…!
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Witham Friary History Society

Thursday 21st October. ‘A man of great honour’: Ralph Hopton of Witham.

Mike Gorman will tell the story of Ralph Hopton who was born in Witham in 1596 and

became the ‘King’s man in the West’ in the English Civil War. Village Hall 7.45pm.

Come along to the Civil War weaponry demonstration on Saturday October 23rd - see

below.

Friday October 15 2021. Annual General Meeting. 7.00pm in the Seymour Arms.

Members are very welcome to come along.  We’ll be discussing plans for 2022-23 so

do come along and let us know what you’d like to see on the programme.

Sustainable Witham & History Society Family Day

Saturday October 23rd.  Come along and enjoy a day of history and apple juicing,

and raise a toast to celebrate ten years of the Witham Friary History Society.  Hot

food available in the Seymour Arms garden from 12.30pm onwards.

Programme:

11.00-12.30 History Society - English Civil War weaponry. Four short talks with

demonstrations of 17th century pikes, muskets and artillery by experts from

the English Civil War Society.   Location: the playing field.

12.30 onwards.  Sustainable Witham Apple Day. We will be scratting and

pressing apples in the Seymour Arms garden to make Witham Friary apple

juice to share, so please bring along any spare apples that you have (windfalls

are OK as long as not too rotten or bruised). Start saving some plastic bottles

ready to take some apple juice home.

Apple Pie or Apple Cake competition. Knowing what amazing cooks we have in

the village we will also be holding a competition for the best apple pie or

apple cake. Please bring your pies and cakes along between 12.30 and

2.00pm.  There will be prizes award for two classes:

1. Under 11 years (or at primary school)

2. 12years and over

Sustainable Witham

Date for your diary...Our final event of the year is a joint venture with the village

hall: A Sustainable Christmas Fair, to be held on Saturday 4th December. All villagers

(who live in the parish of Witham Friary) can apply for a stall. If you would like to

have a stall (£10 per stall) please email us on sustainablewitham@gmail.co.uk.

For more information about Sustainable Witham see the Facebook page:

www.facebook.com/groups/2381362188551859 and website:

www.sustainablewitham.wixsite.com/withamfriary.

Covid safety

Please note that the events listed in this newsletter are all subject to covid

restrictions which could change by the time of the event, so do check the Witham

Friary Village Facebook page for updates beforehand.

(www.facebook.com/WithamFriaryVillage). The village website has more information

from the Parish Council about covid safety at http://withamfriary.org.uk/#home.
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Witham Friary directory

Witham Friary Parish Councillors and responsibilities

● Hugo Brooke(Chair): Planning, Recruiting and any general enquiries.

● Will Sheppard (Deputy Chair): Farmers and the Playing field

● Fred Nicholls: Highways, potholes, street lighting etc.

● Colin Horstmann: Communications, Website etc

● John Knowles: Finances, Witham Water, the Play patch

● Marcus Powell: Network Rail and the Footpaths

More information about the PC and meeting minutes here:

http://withamfriary.org.uk/#parishcouncil. To contact the PC, email:

withamfriary.parishcouncil@gmail.com

Somerset Waste collections

Recycling collection (Fridays): Oct 1; 8; 15; 22; 29.

Refuse collection (Fridays): Oct 1; 22.

Garden collection (Tuesdays): Oct 12; 26.

More information here: https://www.mendip.gov.uk/article/6752/Collection-Dates

The Post Office

10.00-12.00 every Wednesday in the Village Hall.  All Post Office services are

available plus everyday personal and business banking: cash withdrawals; cash

deposits; cheque deposits; Post Office card account withdrawals.

100 Club

The 100 Club holds a draw for three prizes every month (£20, £15, £10) and five

prizes of £50 in December.  There are a few numbers available for new members or

should you want another one (£12pa per number).  All proceeds go towards supporting

community facilities and projects. Please contact Mike Gorman

(Mgorman2017@gmail.com or Roy Featherstone (r.featherstone@yahoo.com) for more

information.  September winners:  D Gibson; C&R Featherstone; J Wyatt.

Risk assessments for village events

Roy Featherstone (Health and Safety Consultant) has kindly offered to continue

carrying out risk assessments for village activities.  Please contact Roy at least one

week before your proposed event: r.featherstone@yahoo.com 07714 705620 / 01749

850752.

Village hall bookings

Available for private and community functions. Bookings for the hall are via Jess

Hyde, email withamfriaryvillhall@gmail.com or call/text 07970 434299. Email is

preferable. Further details here: http://withamfriary.org.uk/#villagehall.

Postlebury church services

Email postleburysecretary@gmail.com to ask for the monthly list of church services in

the five Postlebury parishes.  A Postlebury churches website is under construction -

more details to follow once it is up and running. The Witham service is the second

Sunday of every month at 11.00am for the foreseeable future.

More Witham Friary news and information

Witham Friary Village Facebook page: www.facebook.com/WithamFriaryVillage

Witham Friary village website: www.withamfriary.org.uk

Witham Friary News is compiled by Mike and Marcia Gorman and is published at the end of each

month with news and events for the coming month.  Please email items for inclusion to

withamfriarynews@gmail.com by the 18th of each month, 100 words max if possible.
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